
 1

 
 
 
 
 
 

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

���������	 ��

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

 
                                                                                                     

 
 

OFFICERS: 

PRESIDENT:  

Pat Chapman 607-868-4649 

VICE PRESIDENT: 

Jerold Donahue  

585-548-3200  

SECRETARY: 

Sue Hoch 

suehoch@mac.com 

TREASURER/  

Bill Lesniak 315-483-8061 

PROGRAM *:  

Andrea Kords 315-926-1401 

HOSPITALITY:  

Pat Chapman 607-868-4649 

FIELD TRIP CHAIR:  

Bill Chapman 607-868-4649 

DIRECTORS: 

Ken and Roxanne Rowe 

 315-331-1438 

Terry Wilson 315-462-9222 

 

PAST PRESIDENT:  

Stan Griffin 315-462-3282 

EDITOR:  

Rebecca Remington 

waynecounty.gemandm
ineralclub@yahoo.com 

315-307-0103 

Mini-Miners :  

 Bill Chapman 607-868-4649 

 

 

 

WAYNE COUNTY GEM 
AND MINERAL CLUB  

NEWS 
 

VOLUME 36   No. 07    JULY 2010 

   

 

 

 

President’s Message   
 

We explore many things in this group…rocks, ideas and periodicals to 
name a few. Thought you might find something useful in “10 free things 
people often pay for ”. Happy Digging & Happy Fourth of July! 
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Ancient Continent Opens Window on the Early Earth; 1999 
 

by Carl Zimmer ---   http://www.platetectonics.com 
On the banks of the Acasta River, deep in the barrens of Canada's 
Northwest Territories, stands a lonely shed. There's no sign of humanity 
for many miles--just low hills, a few black spruce, a thick cover of reindeer 
moss, and an endless succession of lakes and rivers. The only way to get 
here is by canoe or by float plane. But this shed, filled with geologists' 
hammers, boats, and camping gear, marks a special place. Over the door 
is a plank on which someone has painted, "Acasta City Hall. Founded 4 
Ga." It commemorates the surrounding rocks, some of which are over 4 
billion years old--the oldest rocks on Earth. Geologists first recognized the 
antiquity of the Acasta region in the early 1980s, but at the time it wasn't 
clear whether its oldest rocks could say much about Earth's early history. 
Most of the ancient landmass to which the rocks belonged had been 
remelted, buried in the mantle, or eroded down to sand. What little 
remains has been deformed and shot through with intrusions of younger 
rocks. As a result, geologists had no clear idea how the oldest rocks were 
related to the surrounding formation (known as the Slave Province). It was 
as if most of the pieces to the ancient puzzle had been thrown out and the 
few remaining ones were tattered and torn.  

CLUB ELECTIONS 
AND VOLUNTEER 
POSITIONS 
 
Elections are this year for most 
club positions like and 
including Newsletter Editor.  
If any club members are 
interested in volunteering for 
the club in a position of 
responsibility, please let your 
interest be known!   Approach 
any club officer and feel free 
to ask questions. Check out the 
club’s by-laws that are posted 
on the website for more 
information about club duties. 
Don’t be shy!  Don’t be afraid! 
Give a position a try, you just 
might be surprised! 

�
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"EURYPTERIDS ILLUSTRATED" 

The Search for Prehistoric Sea Scorpions-   
BY: Samuel J. Ciurca, Jr., Rochester, NY     JUST P UBLISHED -   COPYRIGHT 2008-2010 

 

Begun in the autumn of 2008, the book contains 32 pages of photos of eurypterid fossils from 
the author's collections. Brief commentary accompanies most of the illustrations. While most of 
the author's eurypterid specimens are now part of the collections of the Peabody Museum of 

Natural History in New Haven, Connecticut, many of the fossils illustrated are of more recently 
retrieved material, including foreign material purchased and important to any study of 

eurypterids (e.g. Ukrainian eurypterids, famous Lesmahawgo, Scotland). This book should be of 
interest to fossil collectors, educators and eurypterid researchers.  

SEND ENQUIRES TO Samuel J. Ciurca, Jr. P.O. Box 10311, Rochester, New York 14610   
 

<http://eurypterids.net/EurypteridMonth23.html> 
 

ORDER FORM 
 

Please send ____ copies ($12.00 + $2.00 shipping) 
 NOTE: 5 copies or more - SHIPPING IS FREE 

 
  Make check out to Sam Ciurca, P.O. Box 10311, Rochester, NY 14610-031 1 

YOUR NAME ____________________________________ 
Department ____________________________________ 

ADDRESS    _____________________________________ 
                 _____________________________________ 

CITY __________________ STATE ___________ ZIP ____________ 
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FYI :  The first National Fossil Day on October 13,  2010 
(Contributed by WCGMC Treasurer Bill Lesniak) 

 
This is a great new event for engaging students in thinking about fossils and related subjects -- evolution, climate 
and environmental change, geologic time, and other topics connected to the history of the Earth and its life. The 
National Park Service and the American Geological Institute are partnering to host the first National Fossil Day 
on October 13, 2010 during Earth Science Week (www.earthsciweek.org). National Fossil Day is a celebration 
organized to promote public awareness and stewardship of fossils, as well as to foster a greater appreciation of 

fossils' scientific and educational value. 
 

More than 228 parks managed by the National Park Service contain fossil resources. Fossils discovered on the 
nation¹s public lands preserve ancient life from all major eras of Earth¹s history, and from every major group of 

animals and plants. In the national parks, for example, fossils range from primitive algae found high in the 
mountains of Glacier National Park, Montana, to the remains of ice age animals found in caves at Grand Canyon 
National Park, Arizona. Public lands provide visitors with opportunities to stand where a fossil tree was rooted or 

where a fossil animal walked millions of years ago. 
 

National Fossil Day activities will also highlight fossil fuels to correlate with this year¹s Earth Science Week 
theme, ³Exploring Energy² (http://www.earthsciweek.org/). 

 

National Fossil Day is being promoted through partnerships with professional organizations, government 
agencies, and other groups. Supporters include the Arizona Museum of Natural History, the Association of 
American State Geologists, the International Palaeontological Association, the Museum of Western Colorado, 
National Association of Geoscience Teachers, National Earth Science Teachers Association (NESTA), National 
Park Foundation, National Parks Conservation Association, Palaeontological Association, Paleontological 
Research Institution (PRI), Utah Friends of Paleontology, and Utah Geological Survey. Representatives from 
NESTA and PRI are also assisting with planning. 
 
On October 13, paleontologists and park rangers will share fossil discoveries at special events nationwide and 
explain the importance of preserving fossils where they are found, so that everyone can share a sense of 
discovery!   Learn more about outreach activities or becoming a National Fossil Day partner at:  
http://nature.nps.gov/geology/nationalfossilday/ or send a message to National_Fossil_Day@nps.gov.  

Join in the celebration today! 
 

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Robert M. Ross, Associate Director for Outreach 

Paleontological Research Institution and its Museum of the Earth 
1259 Trumansburg Road, Ithaca, NY 14850 

voice: 607-273-6623 x18      FAX: 607-273-6620 
 

10 FREE THINGS….      Continued from page one……  
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Wayne County Gem & Mineral Club 
2010 Events Calendar 

(Contributed by Bill “the dirtman” Lesniak—Thank you ) 
 

July 2010  
  

If you have some free time later this month you might like to look into the Canadian trip. 
July 24th  - 25th   BANCROFT, CANADA DIG   
Field Trip organized by Dave Millis with Bill and Pat Chapman to Bancroft, Ontario, Canada on Saturday, July 
24th  members will be hitting the local show up there. On Sunday, July 25th the members will be Marmora Quarry. 
Amazonite, ����������� , rose quartz, black tourmaline, smoky quart, green apitite crystals, and we’ll visit a barrel 
pit at Bear Lake. Battery operated drills with concrete bits are allowed, but nothing such as power equipment like 
backhoe or gas saws. People will need gloves, hard hat, steel toe shoes, and bright safety vest. There will be a  
bigger show there the weekend following July 24th.  Members will be camping at the “Bancroft Campground” RR 
#2, Bancroft, Ontario, Canada.  This campground boasts over 100 acres overlooking a scenic lake. The camp sites 
are shaded and large, and range from full service to primitive camping. Facilities an outdoor pool, a lounge, a 
store, laundry, a rec hall and more. Enjoy boating and fishing on Bird’s Lake. The telephone number is 613-332-
3673- please call for reservations, and if you mention Dave’s name- you’ll even get a discount! For information, 
call fellow WCGMC member Dave Millis at home: 570-553-2302 asap 
  

No Meeting the second Friday. � ��������	�� � � ������	 
���	�� �
��������� �  
��������������������������������� !����""�����##	� �����"�$��%���&�'��������(�����)�*�
�
)&�)+�%�,�(����
�
FYI: July 10 & 11, 2010: Gem & Mineral Society of Syracuse Show NYS fairgrounds http://www.gmss.us 
�
 

August 2010  
 

FYI: Wed. Aug.4 – Sat. Aug.7, 2010: 50th Annual Pageant of Steam Canandaigua, NY 
Flea Market & Steam Engines, sluicing & rocks for sale http://www.pageantofsteam.org/ 
 

August 8, 2010... EFTA Dig Capital District Mineral Club...Minerva, NY... Contact trip leader 
Curtis Breuer 518-494-7538 to register and for more  information. Long walk to site - 
various minerals, some fluorescent, contact metamor phic zone, melted apatite, zircon, 
dravite, calcite, etc. 
 

August 13: No WCGMC Mini-miner meeting!   Most folk s will be on vacation or at the field trip in 
New England. 
 

FYI: Aug.13–15, 2010: East Coast Gem, Mineral & Fossil Show, West Springfield, MA 
http://www.mzexpos.com/eastcoast.htm 
 

Field Trip: August 14-15 “Tripp Mine” Alstead, New Hampshire - An Aquamarine Mine on 8/14; 
Sunday digging site/activity to be determined by participants. For more information contact: Dave Kords 
dave@amercianhobbyshop.com 585-732-1522 
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1 Rock club dig in Canandaigua, Bristol, and Honeoye, NY  

July 1, 2010- Courtesy of President Pat Chapman- Thank you! 

 
 

UPCOMING WCGMC MEETINGS 
 
 

July, 2010  
Club Picnic Month-  

No regular club meeting. 
Details to be announced in a  

special newsletter and on the website!! 
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Wayne County Gem and Mineral Club  
Rebecca Remington-editor 
C/o WCGMC 
P.O. Box 4 
Newark, New York 14513 

 

Stamp 

First class:   dated meetings 
and time valued. 

Submitted by mini-miner Joshua DiMora, 2 short articles- 
one on diamonds and one on uranium. 

(Editor’s Note:Thanks, Joshua! Keep the articles comin’!) 
 

Diamonds 
Diamond is the hardest substance on Earth. It takes a 

diamond to cut a Diamond. Diamond is so 
hard it can cut very easily. Along with gold and silver it is 

one of the most valuable substances on Earth. 

 
 
 
 

U--Uranium 
Uranium is used in nuclear power plants. Some power plants use coal, gas, 

and oil. It only takes 5 uranium.�


