Field Trip to Toveco Mining, Tripp and Clark Mines in New Hampshire August 8, 2009.
We wish to thank Jim Tovey and The Toveco Mining Company for the tour of their operations at the Tripp
Mine in Alstead. It was great seeing how the mining took place and the explanation of the geology and
mineral deposits of that location. All 13 members had a magnificent day and many will remember it for ages.
Many took in the East Coast Gem, Mineral & Fossil Show, in West Springfield, MA with over 300 dealers.
One car even stopped to collect trilobites on the way; they wanted something older than them in the car. That
car clocked a total of 715 miles, but felt it was well worth it.

Our meeting place in downtown Gilsum, NH.
They make a sandwich that’s 1 ½ the normal, called
the Miner’s Special (at least that day) composed of
chicken salad and cranberries. It was a meal in it’s
self.

We had one of our official research vehicles on the
dig.

We had a hard time figuring out why Ken’s hammer
was just lying there with all these tourmaline crystals
waiting to be hammered out.

Here is our trip coordinator, Dave coordinating even
down in the mine. He’s all set to go to work? Hard
Hat, Gloves, Steel-toed Shoes, but those work
pants????

These guys at Toveco Mining like to keep a clean
operation up and running.

Larry had a fun time washing a lot of rocks; we
were told this was the spot where the last group
found their prize specimen. Larry being also a
fisherman figured if there is one there then more
should also be there. Well, I don’t believe that had
worked out that way before Larry gave up.

I think they found something.

Oh Yes, A nice crystal of Beryl.

Here we caught Dave trying to pull one
over on Andrea. No Dave you did not
find that one, they were nice enough to let
you take a close look at it.

Part of a days work at the mine.

Our winners from the contest are pictured below. Cash prizes from the registration fee were awarded to the top
4 specimen finders of the day.

Kyle with his first place Aquamarine.

Dave with his third place Mica in matrix specimen.

Julie with her second place tourmalines

Larry with his 4th place Beryl that he found
5 minutes after getting into the mine.

Again thanks to Jim Tovey and The Toveco Mining Company. (http://www.toveco.com/)

